A pparatus . .......... 4 S u b je c ts .. 4 P ro c e d u re . .......... 5 I n s t r u c t i o n s . .............. 6 R e s u lts . .. 8 D isc u ssio n . .. 15 INTRODUCTION E xperim ental and t h e o r e t i c a l i n t e r e s t i n th e t r a n s f e r and h a b it r e v e r s a l a s p e c ts o f s e le c tiv e le a rn in g o r ig in a te d i n th e domain of a n i mal b eh av io r (H u ll, 1952; Kimble, 19&1) . The p r in c ip a l ta s k s i n v e s t i g a te d have been o f th e sim ple t r i a l -a n d -e r r o r ty p e , employing tw o -ch o ice, s i n g l e -u n i t problem s such as th e T-maze. R ecently,N oble (1957a) began an ex p erim en tal program d esig n ed to o r ie n t human s e le c tiv e le a rn in g re s e a rc h around th e more complex c la s s o f s e q u e n tia l ta s k s known as compound.t r i a l -a n d -e r r o r le a rn in g * The problem to be analyzed h e re was concerned w ith th e t r a n s f e r consequences o f re p e a te d ly re v e rs in g h a b it p a tte r n s on th e S e le c tiv e Mathometer? i . e«, w ith th e phenomena o f le a r n in g to le a r n (Harlow, 1959) B u y ten d ijk (K rechevsky, 1932) , i n which he achieved e v e n tu a l o n e -t r i a l 1 r e v e r s a ls i n r a t s . T his was s u b s ta n tia te d by D u fo rt, Guttman, and Kimble (195*0. The problem was th e n extended to p rim ate le a r n in g , whereupon experim ents re v e a le d t h a t both*; monkeys (Harlow, 19*1*9) and. chimpanzees (N issen , R iesen , & N ow lis, 1938) were ab le t o m aster o n e -t r i a l r e v e r s a l s . In a s im ila r experim ent, b u t u sin g a d i f f e r e n t a p p a ra tu s and method, Duncan (1958) The p r e s e n t i n v e s tig a tio n was d esigned to c o n tr ib u te more e x te n siv e d a ta to th e l i t e r a t u r e on human le a rn in g and t r a n s f e r employing s u c c e ss iv e h a b it r e v e r s a ls as th e means o f p ro v id in g g e n e ra liz e d le a rn in gt o -l e a r n e x p e rie n c e . As i n th e Noble, Alcock, and F arese (1958) A ll Ss were maive w ith r e s p e c t to th e M athometer. They were assig n ed e q u a lly and w ith o u t b ia s t o two groups! th e R ev e rsal Group (R) and th e S tan d ard Group (S ).
P ro ced u re. The Ss were ru n i n a sim ple co u n terb alan ced o rd e r on a r r i v a l a t th e la b o r a to r y (n .= W-e a c h ). Groups R and S were p re se n te d th e f o u r s tim u li i n an i n v a r ia n t sequence w ith te n a v a ila b le resp o n ses (Keys 1, 3 . 5, 7 . 9, 11. 13. 15, 17, 19 ) p r e s e n t, o f which Keys 1,7, 13, 19 were r e le v a n t ( r e in f o r c e a b le ) d u rin g th e T ra in in g P hase. The s tim u lu s sequence was th e same f o r a l l Ss i n a l l groups on a l l t r i a l s To e v a lu a te th e t e s t o f t r a n s f e r , a 10 x 2 a n a ly s is of v a ria n c e was conducted on th e number o f c o r r e c t resp o n ses (R+) made by th e two groups from T r i a l 81 to T r i a l 90. As shown i n Table 3 . 
DISCUSSION
The r e s u l t s o f th e T ra in in g Phase provide q u a n t ita ti v e su p p o rt f o r th e c o n c lu sio n t h a t 4 -u n it , 10-c h o ic e t r i a l -a n d -e r r o r le a r n in g prob lems r e q u irin g s u c c e ssiv e r e v e r s a ls o f th e c o r r e c t resp o n se sequence a re ac q u ired by human Ss acco rd in g to th e same m athem atical eq u atio n as s ta n -< d a rd t r i a l -a n d -e r r o r le a r n in g . A ll cu rv es o f th e R ev e rsal Group and th e S tan d ard Group d u rin g t h i s p e rio d were c o n s is te n t w ith th e r a t io n a l e q u atio n Rp = a ( i ) r^, and th e in d ic e s of d e te rm in a tio n ranged from 6A.60$ to 9 9 .^9$. As p r e d ic te d , th e r e was a le a r n in g -to -le a r n f a c i l i t a t i o n p ro duced by th e R ev e rsal c o n d itio n s w hich, i n g e n e ra l, caused each succeeding 5 ;' . b lo ck o f cu rv es to b e g in w ith a h ig h e r Rp v a lu e and to r i s e a t a f a s t e r r a t e th a n i t s p red ecesso rs* The two a c q u is itio n cu rv es of th e T ra n sfe r The e x tin c tio n d a ta p re se n te d in Table 4 
SUMMARY
This i n v e s tig a tio n analyzed th e e f f e c t s on t r a in i n g and t r a n s f e r of re v e rs in g a h a b it p a tte r n i n complex human t r i a l -a n d -e r r o r le a r n in g . Table 3 A 
